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INSIDE  
THIS  
ISSUE 
PG. 2 – Preparing for the LSAT, 
Discussing Diversity 

This November, BPLA members and community 

participated in a Mock LSAT Exam and took part 

in a timely discussion regarding affirmative 

action with Harvard Law’s BLSA. 

PG. 3 – A Conversation with Dehlia 
Umunna, Looking Forward 

An enlightening and though-provoking talk and 

Q&A with Harvard Law School professor and 

Faculty Deputy Director of HLS’s  Criminal 

Justice Institute Dehlia Umunna. Also, a look 

ahead at the Spring 2019 semester. 

PG. 4 – With Thanks 

Finally, a thank you to our sponsors whose 

generosity makes achieving BPLA’s mission 

possible. 

 

THE INAUGURAL ISSUE 
WELCOME TO OUR FIRST ISSUE 

Welcome to the inaugural issue of Due Process, the newsletter of the Harvard College Black Pre-Law Association (BPLA)! 
In our newsletters, you will find information about on-campus law related events and other resources pertaining to LSAT 
preparation, law school admissions, and legal careers. We will also report news items of concern to the black legal 
community. These newsletters are also meant to serve as an update on all that BPLA has recently participated in and 
accomplished. 

Our monthly newsletter is just one of the many initiatives the BPLA plans to institute this year. Our other activities 
include: 

 Monthly meetings in which a professor or lawyer from the Harvard or Boston community will be invited to 
share his or her experience within the field of law with our members. 

 Ongoing support for LSAT preparation and advice on putting together a competitive law school application. 

 A Black Brilliance Brunch where we recognize black leaders in the legal community for their work and service. 

There is much in store for members of the BPLA in this upcoming school year. We hope you will take advantage of all of 
our initiatives and we invite you to email any questions and/or comments you have to harvardbpla@gmail.com. Please 
visit our website at www.harvardbpla.org for the most up-to-date information regarding our organization. We look 
forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming events! 

Best Wishes! 

Jason Chukwuma, BPLA President 2018-2019 

  



 

  

  

PREPARING FOR THE 
LSAT 
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 

First and foremost, our association is focused on preparing black undergraduate students 

for the LSAT. To that end, we have partnered with PowerScore to provide live testing. This 

past month several students sat down to take a mock LSAT, gaining valuable insights into 

their study habits and test itself.  

In addition to our work with PowerScore, we have also partnered with other test preparation 

companies like Kaplan and 7sage to provide more study resources for the BPLA community. 

These partners provide our members with discounted, flexible courses that can be tailored 

to each student’s unique test preparation needs. Additionally, our work with InGenius Prep, 

an expert admissions counseling service, helps students put together strong law school 

applications and feel confident when the time comes to hit “Submit.” 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSING 
DIVERSITY 
A CONVERSATION ON AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

In collaboration with Harvard Law School’s Black Law Students Association  (BLSA), BPLA held 

a discussion on the implications of Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s appointment to the Supreme 

Court. Many people came out to assess these effects as they relate to women’s productive 

rights, the Harvard affirmative action lawsuit, and the context of belonging within the black 

community at large. The law school’s BLSA provided valuable insight into the ongoing 

affirmative action lawsuit, as they have been heavily involved in its proceedings and closely 

tracking its events as they unfold. 



 

 

 

A 
CONVERSATION 
WITH DEHLIA 
UMUNNA 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE: THERE’S WORK TO BE DONE 

Harvard Law School professor and the Faculty Deputy Director of 

Harvard’s Criminal Justice Institute Dehlia Umunna joined us for our 

November general meeting. Dr. Umunna represents some of the 

most marginalized adult and juvenile clients in the state of 

Massachusetts. 

Professor Umunna provided potent insight into our criminal justice 

system and how it can be reformed, mass incarceration, and the 

school-to-prison pipeline. Professor Umunna shared with us her 

thoughts and beliefs about the effect of biased policing on private 

prisons and how the rise of the prison industrial complex has 

crippled a large segment of our society.   

  
 

  

LOOKING FORWARD 
THE ROAD AHEAD 

We can’t wait to see you next semester at our monthly general meetings and special events. We have a lot of programming planned for the upcoming spring semester including, but 

not limited to, talks with law professors, events in collaboration with Harvard Law School’s Black Law Student Association, the Black Legal Brilliance Brunch and more! Be on the 

lookout for our emails on the BPLA email list and be sure to check out our website at harvardbpla.org! 

 

  



 

 

THANK YOU SPONSORS 
YOUR GENEROSITY FUELS US 

  
  

  

A special thank you to the sponsors of the Harvard College Black Pre-Law Association. We deeply appreciate your support and faith in our organization. 

Gold Sponsor 

 

 

Silver Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

 

BPLA Executive Board 

Jason Chukwuma—President  

Tanisha Mugwimi—Vice-President 

Taya Cowan—Finance Director 

Eric Jjemba—Community Outreach and Fundraising Director 

 Ilham Ali—Internal Affairs Director 

Priscilla Samey—Communications Director 

The Harvard College Black Pre-Law Association (BPLA), a student-run 

organization at Harvard College, was founded in 2006 to provide exposure, 

information, and re-sources to students, black students in particular, about 

pursuing entrance into law institutions and careers involving law. Al-though 

aiding the minority pre-law population is our primary goal, exposure is not 

exclusive to those who are underrepresented. We aim to inform and be 

beneficial to all who are interested in pursuing law. 

Newsletter EDITED & DESIGNED BY Tanisha Mugwimi, Taya Cowan, and Eric 

Jjemba 
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The Harvard name and/or VERITAS shield are trademarks of the President and 
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